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Soon, the Youngest Reporter began to notice that, along with
the electricity for the rich people who could pay forit, the
nuclear power plants also produced an evil, toxic waste. And no
one knew what to do with it.

*What about all the waste?” she asked the Piper. “Not my
problem,” said the Piper. “Someone else will come along later
and deal with it

Then the Youngest Reporter discovered that the people working
at the nuclear power plant and the people living nearby and
especially the children, were falling sick with strange diseases
never before seen in Nukeland.

*It’s the nuclear power plant that’s making you sick,” the
Youngest Reporter told the people of Nukeland.

*Scaremonger!” cried the Piper. “Ignore her,” he told the people of
Nukeland. “She's too emotional. She doesn’t understand science.”

So the people ignored the Youngest Reporter even though most
of them could not afford to buy the power from the nuclear
plants and were still living in the cold and dark.

And then, one day, one of the nuclear power plants blew up and
a great poison rained down on the land and many many more
people got sick and many of them died.

And the Youngest Reporter who no one had listened to wept.
“There was another way,” she said, "and it was right there in
front of us all the time. The sun and the wind are free and safe
and fast and cheap

And the people of Nukeland finally agreed. "We should never
have listened to the Lying Piper,” they said. "He took our money
and wasted our time. He made us sick and led us down a dead
end. We made a terrible mistake.”

And they didn't live happily ever after.
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